
Tips to avoid 
wasting money

TREE CARE1. LONDON PLANE TREE (Sycamore) — Platanus x acerifolia
2. LITTLELEAF LINDEN — Tilia cordata
3. HACKBERRY — Celtis occidentalis
4. GREEN ASH — Fraxinus pennsylvanica
5. NORWAY MAPLE — Acer platanoides
6. LACEBARK ELM — Ulmus parvifolia
7. JAPANESE ZELKOVA — Zelkova serrata
8. KENTUCKY COFFEE TREE — Gymnocladus dioicus
9. TULIP TREE — Liriodendron tulipifera
10. BUR OAK — Quercus macrocarpa
11. ENGLISH OAK — Quercus robur
12. BALD CYPRESS — Taxodium distichum
13. CALLERY PEAR — Pyrus calleryana
14. FLOWERING CHERRY — Prunus serrulata
15. CRABAPPLE — Malus x zumi
16. GOLDENRAIN TREE — Koelreuteria paniculata
17. RED HORSECHESTNUT — Aesculus x carnea ‘Briotti’
18. RED MAPLE — Acer rubrum
19. SUGAR MAPLE — Acer saccharium
20. GINKGO OR MAIDENHAIR TREE — Ginkgo biloba

20 TREES TO CONSIDER  
FOR UTAH LANDSCAPES 

Thanks to the Shigo Foundation for their contribution to this brochure.



PLANTINGPROPERLY PRUNECORRECTLY
• First, make cuts as shown by arrows 1 and 2. 

                                                                                                                               
• Make final cut at 3, as close as possible to the outside of the  

branch collar (A)
                                                                                                                               

• A “doughtnut” or circle of callus will form around correct cuts (B) 

C A U T I O N
HOMEOWNERS AND OTHERS WHO ARE NOT QUALIFIED TREE CARE PROFESSIONALS SHOULD NEVER PRUNE TREES NEAR POWER LINES, 

NEVER USE A CHAINSAW FOR PRUNING, AND NEVER GET ON A LADDER TO PRUNE. EVEN IF YOU CAN DO THE JOB YOURSELF, IT IS BETTER, 

WISER, AND SAFER TO DISCUSS YOUR TREES WITH A TREE CARE PROFESSIONAL FIRST.  BE SURE YOUR PROFESSIONAL HAS INSURANCE. 

DO NOT TAKE CHANCES!
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Trunk flare and top of root ball should be 
at grade in well drained soil, up to 4” in 
(10 cm) above grade in poorly drained soils

2-4” (5-10 cm) layer of mulch 
over root ball and back fill

Cut burlap, rope and wire basket 
away from top and sides of root 
ball

Set ball on undisturbed soil to prevent settling

Use two opposing stakes 
with separate flexible ties, 
if staking is necessary

Keep mulch away 
from trunk base

Raised ring of soil to direct water 
into root ball — especially 
important if top of root ball is 
raised above grade

Optional back fill soil 
mix add 20%-35% 
compost by volume

Extend stakes into 
undisturbed soil

Pack back fill soil around base of 
root ball to stabilize; allow rest 
of back fill to settle naturally, or 
tamp lightly

N O T E
Width of planting hole is 3 times root ball diameter in highly compacted 
soil; 2 times the root ball diameter minimum in all others 


